
JANUARY 

MARCH

APRIL

MAY

JUNEJULY

AUGUST

SEPTEMBER

OCTOBER

NOVEMBER

FEBRUARY

Novartis agrees to buy AveXis for $8.7bn

Advent International buys Sanofi’s sell 
generics unit for $2.4bn 

P&G buys Merck’s consumer healthcare unit 
for $4.2bn 

Roche acquires Flatiron Health for $1.9bn 

NICE gives MSD’s Keytruda the green light 
for its use in treatment of bladder cancer

Redx Pharma appoints Lisa Anson as CEO

Takeda UK and Ireland appoints Jon Neal 
as Managing Director 

Novartis appoints John Tsai as Head of 
Global Drug Development and Chief 
Medical Officer

Sanofi appoints John Reed as Head of 
Global R&D

Takeda announces acquisition of Shire for $62bn

Novartis announces FDA approval of Kymriah 
(European approval in August)

Novartis announces FDA approval of Gilenya

Biogen appoints Daniel Karp as Executive Vice 
President, Corporate Development

Novartis appoints Shannon Thyme Klinger as Group 
General Counsel

Amazon buys PillPack for $1bn

Roche buys out the remaining shareholders 
of Foundation Medicine for $2.4bn

GW Pharmaceuticals announces FDA 
approval of Epidiolex - the first drug 
comprised of an active ingredient derived 
from marijuana

23andMe announces collaboration with GSK

Novartis announces European approval of 
Aimovig

Pfizer announces European approval of 
Trazimera

Merck appoints Maria Rivas as Senior Vice 
President, Head of Global Medical Affairs   

FDA approves the first generic version of 
the EpiPen

FDA approves Janssen’s Imbruvica Plus 
Rituximab for Patients with Waldenström's 
Macroglobulinemia

GSK appoints Iain Mackay as CFO

Novartis appoints Klaus Moosmayer as 
Chief Ethics, Risk and Compliance Officer

Almirall acquires Allergan’s dermatology 
portfolio for $550m

Ipsen UK & Ireland appoints Asad Mohsin 
Ali as General Manager

Bayer appoints Sebastian Guth as President 
of Pharmaceuticals, Americas Region

Sandoz announces FDA approval and 
launch of Glatopa 

Janssen announces FDA approval of Erleada

AstraZeneca announces FDA approval of 
Imfinzi 

Pfizer appoints Albert Bourla as COO

GSK buys Novartis’ stake in its consumer 
health joint venture for $13bn

Sanofi acquires Bioverativ for $11.6bn

Sanofi announces FDA approval of Toujeo 
Max SoloStar

Novo Nordisk appoints Pinder Sahota as 
General Manager and Corporate Vice 
President, UK

Takeda appoints Costa Saroukos as CFO

Celgene acquires Juno Therapeutics for $9bn

Novartis appoints Liz Barrett as CEO Novartis 
Oncology

Alexion appoints Camilla Harder Hartvig as 
Senior Vice President and Head of  EMEAC

FDA approves Sandoz’s biosimilar version of 
Humira

Pfizer promotes Albert Bourla as CEO

Ferring promotes Chief Science Officer Per Falk 
to President of the Executive Committee

Allergan appoints Daphne Karydas as 
Senior Vice President of Corporate Financial 
Planning & Analysis and Strategy

Manisha Narasimhan joins Allergan as Vice 
President of Investor Relations and Strategic 
Initiatives

Mundipharma appoints Arnaud Breabout 
as Senior Vice President and CFO

The FDA approves BMS’s Empliciti plus 
pomalidomide and dexamethasone for 
multiple myeloma
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The selection of the above events as the highlights of 2018 is solely the opinion of the European Medical Group and does not necessarily reflect the position of any other agency, organisation, employer, or company.

In this infographic, we have displayed the events and stories that 
have had a big impact in the world of pharma in 2018. For this, we 
have focussed on three key areas: M&As, drug approvals, and 
appointments. As shown, 2018 thus far has been a momentous year 
for the industry, with changes and advances made that are set to 
have a lasting impact.
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