
Table 2. Summary of challenges and limitations of diagnosis in Nigeria

Challenge Category Specific Limitation in Nigeria Impact on Patient Outcome

Laboratory Capacity Inconsistent power supply and lack of trained personnel 25, 28. Delayed diagnosis and high mortality.

Culture Sensitivity Low sensitivity and loss of viable pathogens during transport 13, 21. Frequent false negatives.

Specimen Quality Sputum contamination by oropharyngeal flora 21, 22. Misidentification of the pathogen.

Access Molecular diagnostics (PCR) limited to urban centers 14. Reliance on inaccurate empirical treatment.


